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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Association of Consulting Engineering Companies  
Stands Up for Free Trade  

ACEC-Canada joins Coalition to Keep Trade Free 
 
 (Ottawa, ON) – August 23, 2018 – The Association of Consulting Engineering Companies - Canada (ACEC) 
has formally joined the Canadian Chamber of Commerce led Coalition to Keep Trade Free. The decision to 
join was sparked by uncertainty around future NAFTA negotiations, and an understanding of the impacts U.S. 
tariffs will have across all engineering sectors and the Canadian economy as a whole.  
 
The Coalition to Keep Trade Free helps organizations mobilize at the local, state/province and federal levels 
to advocate for freer trade within North American and around the world, as well as to ensure a successful 
renegotiation of NAFTA for continued economic prosperity for Canada, the U.S. and Mexico. 
 
“Consulting engineering in Canada is a $27.7 billion a year industry. ACEC member firms directly employ over 
60,000 Canadians and build the infrastructure that keeps Canadians safe, healthy and productive. Free trade 
is in the best interests of our clients and the Canadian economy. It is an essential policy piece that creates a 
business environment that allows our members to be successful and help build a better Canada,” said John D. 
Gamble, President and CEO of ACEC.  
 
The announcement of ACEC’s support was made today on Parliament Hill. The Coalition to Keep Trade 
Free, will amplify the collective voice of all those business and public interest groups who understand that free 
trade is an essential building block of our economy. “The Association of Consulting Engineering Companies - 
Canada understands that free trade is critical to the Canadian economy. Not only are Canadian consulting 
engineering companies competitive under free trade, but they also deliver the trade-enabling infrastructure that 
connects communities and allows all sectors to efficiently access markets,” added Gamble.  
 
“Canada and the U.S. have been growing together as neighbours for nearly 200 years, creating shared 
prosperity for businesses on both sides of the border. We need to come together with one voice to protect 
North American companies and jobs as we are already one business community,” said Hon. Perrin Beatty, 
President and CEO of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, a leading force of the Coalition to Keep Trade 
Free. “The Chamber appreciates the leadership and support of ACEC in driving this initiative forward,” added 
Beatty. 
 
 “Through the member organizations of this large and growing coalition, we are building the case for a 
modernized North American Free Trade Agreement that is mutually beneficial to all parties and will allow us to 
grow our economies and be globally competitive,” Gamble concludes.  
 
ACEC is a federation of 12 provincial and territorial associations representing over 400 companies that provide 
engineering and other professional services to both public and private sector clients across Canada. These 
services include the planning, design and execution of all types of infrastructure projects as well as providing 
independent advice and expertise in a wide range of engineering and engineering-related fields. Through 
offering these services, ACEC member companies have a direct influence on virtually every aspect of our 
economic, social and environmental quality of life. Canadian-owned companies are the second largest provider 
of engineering services in the world. 
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